LOOR GENS WEL
LECENVE BIRTHE
BETTER TH

WELL, I WAS WRONG/ JUST BECAUSE YOU GET BURIED IN A
GOVERNMENT ATOMIC ENERGY PLANT, DOESN'T MEAN THE
WORLD FORGETS YOU, ONCE YOU ENTER THE BARBED-WIRE
GATES! A POZEN BIRTHDAY CARDS ﬁNDA
cuPLE OF GIFTS... NOT BAD AT A

COME WITH
US INTO AN

WELL, THIS JUST CAN'T BE ANOTHER
BUNCH OF TIES! IT LOOKS LIKE SOMETHING
EXCITEDLY, SUBSTANTIAL ... WONDER WHAT ?

5 , "

BIRTHPAY
PRESENTS
IN HIS
ROOM,
A

THE
PHYSICIST-
ENGINEER




PUZZLED BY THE STRANGE GIFT, ERIC SANDS LOOKS
AT THE CARDP THAT CAME WITH IT ... BUT JUST TWO
WORDS ARE ONIT...

NO SIGNATURE ! AND THIS CARD..
I'VE NEVER FELT ANY PAPER WITH
ATEXTURE LIKE THIS!

A FINE KIT/ YOU CAN'T EVEN OPEN IT/
THERE'S NO LID, NO SEAMS, NO BUTTON
TO PUSH! HOW ARE “YOU SUPPOSED

TO FIND OUT WHAT'S INSIDE 7

=

I WISH I COULD OPEN...
GREAT SCOTT! IT'S
STARTING TO OPEN

AN INTERNAL SLIDING PANEL !
AND IT ROLLEP BACK WHEN T
THOUGHT OF OPENING IT!
WELL, THERE'S ONE WAY To
FIND OUT! LET'S SEEIFI
CAN “THINK" IT TO CLOSE/

ITS CLOSING./ I DON'T
KNOW WHO SENT THIS OR
WHAT THIS GAG IS ALL
ABOUT, BUT THIS BOX
SEEMS To WORK BY
TELEPATHY/

oF

CERTAIN [ HERE I AM, A MASTER ENGINEER IN THE | | FASCINATED BY THE CHALLENGE OF THE
THE KIT NUCLEAR PHYSICS FIELD, AND I CAN ADVANCED CONSTRUCTION IDEAS IN THE
15 SOME | BARELY KEEP UP WITH THE BOOK, ERIC BEGINS TO ASSEMBLE A MARTIAN
SCIENTIFIC | CONSTRUCTION CONCEPTS FROM THE STRANGE KIT/ BUT HOURS LATER,
FRIEND'S IN THIS BOOK ! WEARY FROM CONCENTRATION, HE LOOKS AT
CLEVER HIS WORK ...
JOKE,
ERIC WHY AM I WASTING MY TIME 7 THE TERMS
SANDS IN THE INSTRUCTION BOCK ARE DOUBLE-
ONCE TALK.! SOMEONE'S PLAYING AN INVOLVED
MORE JOKE ON ME ! T'LL FIND OUT
OPENS WHO INTHE MORNING /
THE Box .
AND PUMPS
s
CONTENTS
ONTO HIS
BED.)
BEFORE
HIM LIES A
WEIRD
ARRAY




BUT THE NEXT DAY, AT THE

ATOMIC LAB, ERIC SANDS

QUESTIONS HIS COLLEAGUES IN
VAIN, AND AT HIS DORM...

NG, I DIDN'T THAT'S FUNNY...
PUT ANY LARGE
PACKAGE IN YOUR
ROOM i

JUST SOME SMALL
e TIE BOXES/

MAYBE L'LL FIND OUT WHY IT STARTING FRIDAY EVENING, ERIC

WAS SENT To ME IFI PUT THE BEGINS TO ASSEMBLE THE STRANGE

MARTIAN TOGETHER / | | CREATURE, SLOWLY, LABORICUSLY,
. - FOLLOWING THE COMPLICATED

! ” ! INSTRUCTIONS ...

NOW FOR THE CLOTHES,
AND MY MARTIAN IS

ENGROSSED | IT'S FANTASTIC ! THIS IS NO SIMPLE
IN HIS Ty POLL ! I'VE PUT INTERNAL

WORK, ORGANS AND NERVE FIBERS FINISHED /
THE INSIPE THIS CREATURE ! THE - ==
HOURS JOKER WHO MADE THIS KIT
PASS, AND SURE TOOK, IT
RIC SERIOUSLY S

NOW THAT THING HAS BEEN VITALIZED ./ TH IF THIS BLASTED THING
I GUESS IT'S SUPPOSED To START MOVING DOESN'T MOVE, WHAT

WAS THE PURPOSE OF

ALL THAT WORK IN
PUTTING IT.
TOCETHER?

OM ITS OWN /

[
CAREFULLY
CEEYING
THE
INTRICATE
WIRING
DIRECTIONS,
ERIC

SANDS
CONMNECTS
THE
MARTIAN
TO A




MAYBE YOU'RE SUPPOSED TOTIE

I'VE WASTED A PERFECTLY GOOD

STRINGS TO IT AND USE ITAS A WEEK END OVER IT! I'D SURE LIKE 7
PUPPET .. BUT I CAN'T EVEN TS FIND THE WISE GUY wHO Ay
BEND THESE ARMS NOw/! SENT ME ‘;\-NS STUPID
THING,

PLACING THE CREATURE ON HIS
NIGHT TABLE, ERIC SANDS TURNS
CUT THE LIGHT! BUT A4S HE
CLOSES HIS EYES AN EERIE

FEELING OF UNEASINESS MAKES
HIS SLEEP FITFUL...

I CAN'T EXPLAIN IT, BUT I'D
ALMOST SWEAR THAT MARTIAN
IS A LIVING THING AND
IS WATCHING
ME /

EVEN A DIAMOND, THE
HARDEST SUBSTANCE KNOWN,
CANT MAKE A MARK ON IT/
I PON'T KNOW WHAT THIS
METAL IS MADE OF, BUT I'LL
FIND OUT IN THE LAB

I THREW THE FIGURE WITH ALL MY
MIGHT... BUT IT'S UNHARMED! AND
THIS HARD WOPDEN FLOOR HAS
BEEN DEEPLY CUT! I WONDER HOW
STRONG THIS MARTIAN 15}

FINALLY, MORNING COMES ... LOCKING I TOLD THE JANITOR NOTTO ENTER,

HIS ROOM AND HE HAS THE ONLY OTHER KEY..

MNO.. JUST IMAGINATIONS T SHDULD SECURELY, BUT THE SCRATCHES ON THE NIGHT

KNOW IT COULDN'T BE LIVING .. ERIC TABLE PROVE IT..THE MART/AN
T PUT IT TOGETHER ! SANDS MOVEDYS

INCREDULOUSLY
AT THE

NIGHT
TABLE..




BEWILDERED, BRIC SANDS

TAKES THE MARTIAN FISURE

TO KIS LAB FOR TESTING,

BUT THE GIANT PRESS CAN'T
CRUSH IT

NOR POES SPECTRO-
ANALYSIS TELL WHAT
IT IS MADE OF.

THE FIERY BLASTOE A AND NOT EVEN AN
BLOW TORCH CAN'T ARMOR - PIERCING *
MELT T, . ROCKET CAN DENTIT...

b4 Tuere's onLy onE
CONCLUSION-.IT'S FORMED
BY NO KNCWN EARTH
ELEMEN

STUNNED, EEJC SANDS LEAVES THE LﬂB WITH HIS

WHEN ERIC
INCEALED MARTIAN

SANDS
FINISHES
WIRING HIS

SANDS, I'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR You!
WE'RE TESTING A& NEW ATOM BOMB
TOMORROW ! WE WANT YoU 70 SET
UP THE MBUEL HOUSE S0 WE CAN

PERFECT/
NOW I HAVE
A WAY To
FINALLY
GET RID
OF THIS
CREATURE! o

To THE
ALYSE T EQUIPMENT
ﬂLﬂS‘f 5 E‘FEC"'E’ IN THE
> TARGET
HOUSE,
HE ADDS A
FINAL

#TOUCH ...
HE LEAVES
FIGLRE

INSIDE!
THE AREA

BLINDING
FLASH,
THE HOUSE
15 ATOMIZEDS

AND A5 THE RADICACTIVE CLOUD MUSHROOMS FROM
THE SHATTEREP RUBBLE, ONLY ONNE THING
STANDS UNCESTROYED, COMPLETELY UNHARMED...

MARTIAN PSEUDO-LIFE FORM TO 4

MARS/ AS WAS EXPECTED WHEN
I WAS PLACED HERE, I WAS

L. ASSEMBLED ! THE EARTHLING
'EAPO)

E
TAM MADE EXACTLY LIKE You,
IT /$ SAFE TO ATTACK/
COME)

e e

FOR THE BEST IN WEIRD STORIES LOOK FI]R THE ATLAS SEAL ON THE COVER
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