THEY HAD WATCHED EARTH. THEY HAD SAT ON THEIR FUNCTIONAL WEIGHT- RESTERS BEFORE THEIR HUGE
MAGNIFICATION SCREENS AND THEY'D WATCHED THE GREEN PLANET FOR COUNTLESS EONS. EACH MARTIAN
NIGHT, WHEN THE SUN HAD SET BEYOND THE RED MOUNTAINS AND THE DEAD SEAS LAY BATHED IN THE FAINT
LIGHT FROM THEIR TWO MOONS, THEY'D TURNED ON THEIR TELESCOPE=- MACHINES AND THEY'D STUDIED
GREEN EARTH. AND THEY'D WONDERED. THEY'D WONDERED IF LIFE AS THEY KNEW IT EXISTED THERE TOO AS
IT DID HERE ON MARS. AND THEN, ON ONE PARTICULAR NIGHT, THEY'D SEEN IT. THEY'D SEEN THE TINY PIN-
POINTS OF LIGHT DOTTING THE LAND AREAS GO OUT. THEY'D SEEN THE FIERY GLOW RUSH AROUND THE
GREEN SPHERE, SWALLOWING IT UP IN ONE HORRIBLE BLAZE OF ATOMIC FURY. . .

THE
PLANET |
1S BEING

CONSUMED

AND THEN, IN THE MARTIAN YEAR OF 131,549, lNW‘Hﬂ‘I’i
BY OUR MEASUREMENT OF TIME WOULD BE THE

NINETY- FIFTH THOUSANDTH YEAR AFTER THE GREAT
ATOMIC EXPLOSION, THEY SAW IT. A TINY NEEDLE OF
BLUE FLAME STREAKING AWAY FROM BLACK E ARTH...
STREAKING TOWARD THEIR RED PLANET...

I Y SEE! SEE IT RISING AND WE
uPwARD! IT IS SOME THOUGHT LIFE
SORT OF SPACE-SHIP! THERE WaS
GONE. WE
THOUGHT IT
MAD BEEN
our!

AND EVERY MARTIAN NIGHT SINCE THEN, FOR A
MILLENNIUM, THEY'D TURNED THEIR TELESCOPE-
MACHINES TO THE NOW BLACK PLANET AND THEY'D
WAITED HOPEFULLY. BUT NO LIGHTS GAME ON AGAIN.
NO GREEN AREAS SPRANG UP TO PUSH THE BLACK-
NESSBACK...

IT IS A DEAD
PLANET NOW/

WHAT LIFE
THERE MAY

HAVE BEEN IS
SURELY GONES




GROZQ MARVELED AT THE FINGER OF FLAME ON THE
MAGNIFICATION SCREEN...
S, AND IN ALL THIS TIME,

THEY 'VE DONE WHAT WE
COULD NMEVER DOfTHEY'VE
DEVELOPED SPACE-TRAVEL?

NOW THEY ARE
A_COMING TO OUR
PLANET ? TO

SPDORK WAS SILENT FOR A MOMENT. THEN, WHEN HE
SPOKE, HIS MARTIAN WORDS WERE FILLED WITH
WONDERMENT AND AWE...

WHAT WILL THEY LOOK
LIKE, GROZQ ? THESE
> EARTH CREATURES ?
| WILL THEY BE
\[ DIFFERENT ?

WHO IS TO SAY THAT
LIFE ON OTHER PLANETS
MUST EVOLVE AS IT DID 4
HERE ON MARS, SPDORK.
EVOLUTION IS LIKE A <
ROAD WITH MANY FORKS.
, THERE ARE MANY WAYS

PERHAPS THEY
WILL BE GHASTLY
CREATURES,GROZQf
GREATURES THAT y.
WILL S/CKEN

US WHEN WE GAZE
UPON THEM !

PERHAPS f AND|
IN TURN MY 4
DEAR SPDORK,
WE MAY VERY
WELL SICKEN

THE BLUE STREAK OF FLAME IN THE MARTIAN SKY
GREW BRIGHTER EACH NIGHT AS IT HURTLED ACROSS
THE BLACK GULF OF SPACE THAT SEPARATED EARTH
FROM THE RED PLANET. IN TWO MONTHS, THE FLAME
HAD GROWN SO BRIGHT IT WAS VISIBLE DURING THE
MARTIAN DAY... - ]
. e THEY WILL BE
HERE, SOON’

IN ANY CASE,SPDORK /
WE MUST PREPARE

GOVERNING
COUNCIL! THEY
MUST MAKE

OF WAR, AND
NOT OF PEACE,

AND THEN,ON THE T3RD NIGHT AFTER THE FIRST
SIGHTING OF THE MARS-BOUND EARTH SPACE- SHIP,
SOMETHING STRANGE HAPPENED. GROZQ HADTURNED
ON THE EQUIVALENT OF A RADIO TO LISTEN TO SOME
MUSIC. THE JUMBLED GARBLE INTERRUPTED HIS
FAVORITE PIECE...
7BY THE GREAT GANAL
OF ZKORL! WHAT
INTERFERENCE IS

WA/T GROZQ! LISTENS

COULD THOSE GUTTERAL

SQUEALS BE A LANGUAGE..
AN ALIEN LANGUAGE?



1T /8 THEMfIT Y HELLO MARS?

THE TWO MARTIANS LISTENED TO THE | [THE AUTOMATIG TRANSLATOR,
SQUAWKING SOUNDS THAT JAMMED THE ( (NEWLY DEVELOPED FOR THE /S THE EARTH |THIS IS EARTH
MUSIC_PROGRAM... OCCASION, WAS ROLLED OUT OF CREATURES! | ROGKET 029
/' PERHAPS IT IS \/ HURRY ! GET THE ITS STORAGE COMPARTMENT... | | AURRY.SPDORK! I GALLING MARS!
THE EARTH- AUTOMATIC THERE ! IT )3 TZEE.OOEE..ZZT... 4 CALL THE GOVERN- JAW,IT'S HO
CREATURES.. | TRANSLATOR PTEE...MARS ! MENT TRANS - <& USE, GHIEF ! §
MITTER? WE

HELLO, MARS f >
THIS IS EARTH-

ROCKET 029
[Z cALLING MARS.
27, MELLO...

THAT WE'VE
PREPARED FOR
THEIR ARRIVAL Y,

BROADCASTING
ON OUR WAVE-
LENGTHS !

KEEP TRY /NG ,
ANYWAY ! WE'VE

HELLO, MARS! HELLO, ‘2 f f AS YOU
MARS! THIS IS EARTH 7 QU/ICKLY PSAME W/SH,

THROUGH TO THE

60T TO LET THEM = GOVERNMENT Y WAVELENETHZ SPDORK!|
KNOW WE'RE COMING YESBUT STRENSTHEN ALL
THE SIGNAL. GIVE RIGHT

ON A PEACEFUL
MISSION...50;

ITFULL Porﬂr r

ETHIS IS ST HELLO, EARTH ROCKET “Z= N Wvev? 010 vou Y 6#2£7/065 ., visiTORS FROM LT3
029. HELLO, EARTH ROCKET! 5 | HEAR THAT, EARTH WE ON MARS BID YOU | k
5 GHIEFPHELLO ELCOME? YOUR A#R!VAL
SPDORK! THE MARS. MELLD... T 1S EAGERLY J'Aﬂ"fﬂ
AUTOMATIC 4
TRANSLATOR...




WE HAVE OBSERVED YOUR

WE DO MOT SPEAK YOUR
| LANGUAGE, EARTHLINGS .WE
OUR LANGUAGE? < SPEAK OUR OWN LANGUAGE.
THINGS LIKE THIS “\ THE AUTOMAT/C TRANS-
JUST DON'T HAPPEN?? LATOR WE HAVE BUILT FOR
iy YOUR VISIT, AUTOMATICALLY
TRANSLATES OUR WORD- _/
MEANINGS INTO YOUR
WORD- MEANINGS...

sar / HOW GOME 7
YOU GUYS SPEAK

=~ AUTOMATIC TRANS-
ZLATORS ® WOW/THEN

PLANET FOR MANY, MANY
EONS, MY FRIENDS ! WE
BE SC/ENT/F/CALLY \ DEVELOPED TELESGOPES
ADVANGED? 7" THAT WERE GAPABLE OF

" SEEING THE LIGHTS OF
YOUR OLD GIVILIZATION ¢

E NOT EXAGTLY? GHANGED 1T, Y0U ‘3

LIGNTSE? OH 7 You YES/YES!
MEAN THE OLD PRE WHAT
ATOMIC WAR HAPPENED®
CIVILIZATION!

*PRE-ATOMIC EARTH WAS POPULATED BY MANY FORMS
OF ANIMAL AND PLANT LIFE. IN EARTH'S HISTORY,ONE
OF THESE ANIMAL FORMS EVOLVED TO THE POINT
WHERE IT BECAME DOMINANT OVER ALL OTHERS...
5 LOOK, 06! THE YT wiLL A1LL
IT,KOSK...

TIGER ATTACKSY/ WITH MY
NEW SPEAR.

MIGHT SAY!DID IT OUR OWN WAY'!

‘WITH HIS DOMINATION,, MAN BEGAN TO DEVELOP. HE
REACHED INTO THE UNKNOWN AND HE LEARNED. HE

STUDIED. HE BUILT
IT WILL BE A TOME
THAT WILL LAST FOR

AGES,OH PHAROQAH!

-

600! GooD !




‘AND YET, WITH ALL HIS GREAT
ADVANGES, MAN OFTEN REVERTED
TO HIS PRIMITIVE STATE. HE
INDULGED IN THE WHOLESALE
SLAUGHTER OF HIS FELLOWS!HE
CALLED IT..WAR... ’

'HE ADVANCED SGIENTIFIGALLY...
LOOK,COLUMBUS! Y THEN THE |

LAND” YOU WERE * | EARTH /S
ROUND!NOT

'‘BUT IN SPITE OF THESE TEMPOR-
ARY REGRESSIONS, MAN CONTINUED
TO ADVANCE. GREAT NEW SCIENTIFIC
DEVELOPMENTS WERE DISCOVERED.
THE LIGHTS YOU SAW..' 7

padunl
< »@V/ /‘j;

‘THE PROBLEM OF FLIGHT WAS SOLVED. THE AIR
ABOVE MAN'S HEAD WAS GONQUERED... -

"AND THEN, DURING ONE OF THESE REGRESSIONS...
THESE WARS...A GREAT NEW FIELD WAS OPENED. A
HORRIBLE WEAPON WAS DEVISED.

‘THE GREAT NEW WEAPON HALTED THAT WAR. BUT

PEAGE DID NOT GOME, INSTEAD GAME POLITICAL
WRANGL ING, NATION AGAINST NATION..."

THIS IS /7, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN'

THE RUSSIAN DELEGATE s 6ETTING
UP..AND...HE IS LEAVING THE
CONFERENCE TABLE?”

*AND SO, THE HOLOCAUST DESGENDED UPON EARTH.
AN ATOMIC WAR. THAT WAS WHAT YOU SAW. AND IN ITS
WAKE, ONLY DEATH AND

DESTRUCTION REMAINED..."
TN o ®




PRACTICALLY ALZ

LIFE WAS W/PED
AWAY / BUT AS
I SAID BEFORE,
A FEW OF US
SURVIVEDS

YOU ARE
GETTING
CLOSES

[*anp so, IN THE
FOLLOWING NINE
FIVE THOUSAND
YEARS, WE STARTED*
ANEN... BUILT A NEW
AND GREATER S ||-
CIVILIZATION! oS3 OURSELVES!

IT WAS £ASY TO BEGIN
AGAINf WE AMEW ALL
THE M/STAKES/ we =
KNEN ALL THE FAULTS
WE WERE DETERMINED
NOT TO MAKE THEM

YOU WiLL
BE LANDING,

I~

WE ARE COMING /& NOW, MARTIAN/,
WE WILL BE AMONE YOU

SHORTLY! I WILL S/6N OFF

NOW! SEE YOU...

HE SHIP WAS SGARCELY TWENTY FEET HIGH! IT
SAT AMID THE SMOKE AND THE RED DUST.AND THEN
A PORT OPENED...

|

GREETINGS, GREETINGS,
MARTIANSY EARTHLINGS !

THE SHIP GAME OUT OF THE MARTIAN NIGHT. IT GAME
ON BLUE FLAME AND WHITE HEAT. AND IT DROPPED
SMOOTHLY TO THE RED SAND...

I

THE GREY FORMS DROPPED TO THE MARTIAN SURFAGE.
THEIR WHISKERS TWITCHED AND THEIR BEADY EYES

WERE RATS”
~THE END—{]




