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BECAUSE. OF A SUDDEN
ACCUMULATION OF SLAG 1N
OME OF THE ROCHET BARRELS
©OF THEIR SHIF. SPACE PATROL
PILOT NICK MELSON AND HS
GUNNER, KODI, ARE FORCED
DOWN ON THE PLANET THEY
ARE MEAREST — MARS.
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IT'S GREAT TO BE BACK ON MY OLD HOME [iii| TRY AND Hc:‘r HAVE A i
PLANET, NICK, BUT I DON'T CARE FOR THIS | | BREAKDOWN DURING TL*E?EGIU'?
DESERTY BENEATH IT LIE THE ANCIENT FINE MINUTES, KODI'! THAT'S
%TREED%Llﬁnﬁgfﬂu#h?ugn%ﬁ#fﬂa?% WERE | AS LONG AS IT'LL TRKE L'IE‘,

N | TO CLEAN OUT THIS -
STORMS CAME! IT'S LIKE A HUGE - 3 BHHL
GRANEYARD! SORT OF GINES ME THE CREEPS/ :




GREAT GALAXIES! LOOCES LIKE

WHAT'S THAT YOU'RE THE

COMING UP OUT |ONE WHO'S

OF THE GOING TO

| GROUND 9 HANE THE
BREAKDOWN!

JUMPING
JUPITER !

A HAND-LIKE PAW
COMES INTD YIEW

GFLOWERING M R
T rmmmmaﬁ WJIRI}E

THIS 15 QUICKLY FOLLOWED UPON COMING WALF WAY
BACK INTO THE SAND.

BY ANOTHER PAW, AND THE SUT OF THE GROUND
TOP OF WHAT APPEARS TO THE CREATURE SPIES
BE A HEAD.... THE PATRDLUEN..,. '

TT'5 SUPPOBED 1O B
BAD LUCK TO SEE ONE [[YOU GO IN FOR

OF THOSE THINGS/ THOSE AMNCIENT
THERE'S A MARTIAN SUPERSTITIONS, KODI!

BELIEF THAT THOSE WHD
DO RARELY LEAVE -
THIS DESERT/

THAT'S A SAND RAT !
NOT OME OF THEY'RE HALF HUMAM
YOUR BURIED CRERTURES THAT
ANCESTORS PRESUMABLY LIVE IN THE
COME TO LIFE! BURIED CITIES BENEATH
us ! occasionNALLY THEY
BURROW TO THE SURFACE!

I HOPE THAT'S 'DE:M"T TELL ME
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IT'S NoT ALL SUPERSTITION, IT'S GROWING LOUDER! T SEE IT,

HICK. ! MANY PEOFLE HANE FEELS LIKE A
NHSTERICUSL DISAPPERRED QUAKE! _

THIS DESERT!
N LISTEN!

' A whAr's THAT
RUMBLING SOUND?

HURLING ASIDE ToNS OF SO,

A MONSTROUS FORM RISES
FROM THE SROUND....

EFROUND BUT I CAN'T

BELIEVE \T!/ _

WE'VYE GOT TO GET
INTO THE AR
BEFORE THAT :
THIHE' HE!-'ICHEE- UE'

MONSTER FROM THE DEPT&E 'rng ﬁlﬂ

WITH ONE THUNDEROUS BOUN
IJFI;'-*M THEM —




JUST AS THE SHIP CLERRS
J THE GROUND, THE CREATURE
8 TEARS OFF THE ROCKET BARRELS

THE ANTI=-GRANTY UMNIT e o N _
IS CRIPPLED, TOO! cUR “|SUPPORTED BY THE ANTI-GRAVITY UMITS 14
THE SPACE SUITS, THE PATROLMEN SPRING

| NICK AND KoD),
UP FORWARD, oNLY CHANCE 1S TO GET

| ARE UNHARMED.| ~, INTO CUR SPACE SUITS “| FROM THEIR. WRECKED CRAFT....

: AND BAIL ouT BEFORETHE | | — : -

SHIP SETTLES TO THE GROUND! : A<

.| fi

A MOMENT LATER THE SHIP STRIKES THE [l -

GROUND. THE GIGANTIC MARTIAN BEAST [ N 5 A TREWENDOUS [}

LEAP= UPON IT, REDUCING IT TO A PILE ~ maitil B EXPLOSION a5 (I1F
Fi Wl B e shie's atown

OF TANGLED METAL ~




THAT'S THE END || AND THE THERE'S AN OLD MARTIAN
OF OUR FAITHFUL BELIEF THAT THE
OLD SHIP, KoDi! * BURIED, RAT-INHABITED
CITIES HAVE BEEM RULED
S FOR CEMTURIES BY A -
HLYEE MOMSTER — OMNE
THET KILLS ALL WHO DAaRE
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N nick AND KODI ARE ENGULFED
il [N A WAYE OF FLYING DEBRIS,
H BUT THEIR TODGH ARMOR

2 WELL = WE'YE JUST SEEN |
# THAT MONSTER—AND THE®
&l LAST OF HIM, TOO!  pe
=0 #

= L

= —— [ ANCIENT BUILDINGS ARE

| WHEH THE AIR CLEARS, | =l STICKING UP THRU THE SAND!

| THE PATROLMEN ARE == - e

| AMAZED TO SEE THAT A =

‘|"THE BLAST HAS CAUSED :

i A PART OF THE DESERT

| TO CAVE IN-ON THE |-

o MOMSTERS &
UNDERGROUND DOMAIN.. |-

i — - - -
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THESE MUST BE DNLY THE LOOK HERE, WOULD THEY? IF WE

THEY DESCEND|| TOPS OF THE OLD SKY=- KODI ! WOULDN'T | COULD GET A SHIP. OUT """
AND EXAMINE || SCRRAPERS! THEIR BASES THESE THINGS HERE AND CART A FEW |B&
| THE RUINS — ARE PROBABLY HUNDREDS BE WORTH wm@f OF THESE THINGS BRCK “R

OF FEET BELOW 05! s—1 JSOMETHING ™ TO THE MARTIAN MUSELM, &
: AS RELICS ? hmill D BE MILLIONAIRES!
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THE PRICELESS RELICS OF CcOME OUT OF THE GRODMD. |
MARS PAST CIVILIZATION,
HATE- FILLED EYES WATCH
THEIR EVERY MONE....

14 Ry T

SUDDENLY THEY CHARGE. BEFORE NICK AND KODI CAN REACH FOR
THEIR, PISTOLS -OR TURN ON “THEIR ANTI=GRANITY FORCE, THEY ARE
BURIED IN A MOUND OF SAVYAGE, STRUGELING BODIES...,
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THE CREATURES FALL BACK TO GET
WEAPONS, AND DNWITTINGLT PROVIDE §
THE OFPORTUNITY FOR THE PATROLMEHN
TO SNAP THEIR ANTI-GRAYITY UNITS
INTS ACTION....

THEM; THE
MEN SLOWLY
RISE INTD

st A

AS THE PATROLMEN UNCOVER ONE BY ONE, THE SAND RATS [ [ﬂEMTL‘:‘ THEY SURRDOUND
B

THE MEN WHOM THEY
ELIENE CAME WITH THE
PURPOSE. OF MURDERING
THEIR GIANT LEADER AND
DESTROYING-THEIR HABITAT

FINDING THAT THE
VICTIMG' SHELLS
ARE MLCH TEO
HARD-TO BE
DEMTED BY BARE
FISTS, ONE OF THE.
SAND RATS GIVES
AW ORDER TD
ATTACK WIT
ETONES....
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LOST YOUR SHIP EH? THAT'S TOUGH! I'L
DROP Yol OFF AT THE MEAREST PATROL
BASE ! WE'LL BEONER IT IN A FEW MINUTES/

THAT'S FIME, CARTAIMN ! WE NEED
TO GET ANOTHER SHIP e
- RIGHT AWAYS

WHEW! THAT wWAS
A TOUGH STRUGGLE!
THOSE SAND RATS
ARE PLENTY FIERCE!

WE COULD TAME THEM
IF WE HAD OUR PISTOLS!
THEY RIPPED THEM OFF
IS — HOLSTERS

WITH THE HOPE OF
BEING PICKED LR,
NICK AND KOO
WHISK UP INTD THE
TRAFFIC LANES OF
MARS STRATOSPHERE

NOW THAT YOU HAVE
A CHANCE TO
RECONSIDER, WHAT'S
YOUR LATEST OPINIONM
aF OUR CLD MARTIAN
SUPERSTITIONS?

AND ALL!

WE'RE IN LUCK!
‘HERE COMES A 1B
PASSENGER SHIP/

you WiN, KoDi/f
IF WE CAMN MAKE A
FEW MILLION JUST BY
GOING BACK AND
GETTING THOSE
RELICS = T'LL BELIENE
ANY THING !
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