| Ow MARS, THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIV-
ISION OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM SECRET SERVICE
BOURD REVIEWS THEIR SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNM

ABOUT W THEY ARE ASSIGNED TO
-mr_ CRUSADERS, FIGHT EVIL ON EARTH.
Rf;ﬂ Ne , THIS CASE HAS PRIORITY.
ZIRAT  §T 7 THEY SHOULD .BE SENT
ON THIS MISSION i ma?ﬁzaff
= CRIMINAL INVESTI=
4 GATION CALLING!

™IS 15 TARKA!

w”gww SheL
RE& o 1o

' YOUR HELP PESPERATEI.Y
AND NO ONE CAN HELP Him

BUT you/

WHIRLING THROUGH SPACE IV
THEIR DISC-CRAFT, THE CRUSAD
WG MARTIANS, TARKA AND
ZIRA RECEIVE THE MESSAGE
FROM THEIR SUPERIOR OFFICER'S,

REMEMBER, ZIRA/I \ NOW TO FIND N CAN YOU THE NATIVES HERE
AM ALAN WHEELER, E DON'T SEEM, VERY <3
A BUSINESSMAN, ! FRIENGLY, PO THEY,
AND YOU ARE ZIRA |TAKE ANCTHER ZIRAZ WELL, neae's
WINTERS, MY STEP TOWARD REINER'S ﬁARm
5ecn£mnr* IF WE

SEMRTEP, WE

CAN CONTALT
EACH OTHER wiTH
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1 AM ALBERT
REINER ! WHAT

TO HELP YOU, MR,
REINER! WE ARE
YOUR FRIENDS !

COME INSTDE. IT 1S NOT
HEALTHY FOR ME TO
BE SEEN SPEAKING
TO STRANGERS.

I BELEVE YOUR ) T AM A PENNSYLVANIA
STORY, MR, PUTCHMAN. My FOREFATHERS
WINTERS. I WERE FARMERS IN

AM GLAD YOU  PENNSYLVANIA FOR TWO
WANT TO HUNDRED YEARS.

HELP ME.'

A GROUF OF US HEARD THERE wAS

GOOP FARMLANG DOWN HERE, SO A
YEAR AGO WE BOUGHT SOME RUN-
DOWN  FARMS AND MOVED HERE !

WE ARE GOOD FARMERS, Wl | A MONTH ASO, MY FRIEND CARL BUT EVEN THE
SNYDER WAS MURDERED By A WONT THE | AUTHORITIES
MADE OUR RUN- GROUP WHO CALL THEM - AUTHORTIES | aRE aFRAID OF
SELVES THE = ge e J ™E suack
8LACK TERSIBE HOODS,

OUR NEIGHBORS
BECAME JEALOUS!
§ T™EY cauEp us
FOREIGNERS -+ WE, WHO
HAVE BEEN mzmms

MR. WINTERS




THE BLACK HOOPS SENT iT 16 THEM ! I BEG OF \'1 GIVE YOU mY
ME A WARNING -~ TONIGHT YOU, PO NOT ANSWER! | WORD, I wilL NOT
THEY COME FOR ME[ THEY WiLL KILL ME/ / LET THEM HaRM

vou !

WE WANT THE N}AN WHO NOT HEALTHY
CAME IN HERE ! IF \-OU . FOR WHO7?
know WHAT'S 6COoD E?

FOR YOU, YOU'LL TURN 4
Hm OVER TO US/

.S0 YOU'RE ONE OF THEM,
TOO, EHT WELL, IMm
WARNING YOU... WE'LL

BE_ BACK FOR

BOTH OF you
AND...




%Il’n SEE THAT MR, RENER RESTS...
M
AND SEE WHAT THIS 15 ALL ABOUT/

GOING TO FOLLOW THESE MEN

Tira RETURNS TO REINER'S FARM HOUSE.

Unknown 1O THE BLACK WOOD Memtﬂrs TARKA
SOJ.LOW'_'- THEM TO A BIG HOUSE AT THE ECGE OF

WHY DON'T WE
FORGET ABOUT THIS REINER
GUY FOR AWHILE, CROSBYT
1 PON'T WANT ANOTHER
ROUGHING UP LIKE
THE ONE T JusT
Hap!

GETTING YELLOW,

BOYS'I'LL JOIN YOU IN
AN HOUR .S

I MUST GIVE THE REGULAR LAW-

I HAVE TO GO TO WASHINGTON,
ZIRA/ YOU STAY HERE AND TAKE
CARE OF MR, REINER. WHATEVER
YOU OO, DON'T LET ANYONE IN/

ENFORCEMENT BODIES EVERY
OFPORTUNITY TO INTERCECE,
BEFORE I REVEAL

BELIEVE ME, I SORRY THAT
THE F.B.I. cALT INTERVENE,
MR WHEELER ! BUT THIS

COTTONWOOP AFFAIR 15

PURELY A LOCAL MATTER,
AND THE LAW DOES NOT
PERMIT US TO INTERFERE
IN PURELY LOCaL
CRIMES !




MEANWHILE, Back AT THE HOTEL, ZIRA
WAITS EOR. TARKA'S RETURN ...

1 HOPE TARKA GETS
BACK SOON..1 KEEP
FALLING ASLEEP/

ZIRA AND ALBERT REINER ARE BROUGHT BEFORE THE [ EADER
OF THE BLACK HOOPS...

WE ARE PRISONERS OF THE
YOU'LL PAY FOR BLACK HOODS! COME IMMEDIATELY,
YOU'RE GOING TO BE SORRY THIS, IF YOU LAY
YOU MIXED |N THE BLACK HOODS' | A HAND ON MR,
. BUSINESS, YOUNG LADY. IN OUR REINER 7
EYES. YOU'RE AS GUILTY AS THIS :
FURRINER! &ET THE ROPES,
. FREDS

THIS IS ALL MY INJUSTICE IS5 MY BUSINESS, MR, LOOK, ITS ONE i TARKA, I KNEW
FAULT/ T HAD NO REINER / IF WE DIE, IT WILL NOT OF THOSE FLYING " i YOU'D GET HERE.
RIGHT 3O DRAG BE IN VAIN, T PROMISE SAUCERS/

YOU INTO THIS! A7




THIS
TUR

oI LET THE ! T cditlal, RO
STUM oL YOU.! IT% s REE AND RETURN N THE LON:
soSTE T TO YOUR HOMES!

- E
FOOL WE TANGLED b W WEAR!

EARLIER TONISHT




HELF ME FI HIM UP AND
PUT HIM IN MY IS - CRAFT,
MR . REINER

ING PASSENGER, TARKA AND

I A THE CRUSADER FRIEXDS WILL NO
FROM MARS, R, REINER 2 | MOLESTED, BECA s£
I HAVE BEEN SENT 10 . THE LEAPER AND ACTH

# PORCE OF THE BLACK !
HOOPS, WiLL BE DIGEING p ‘&! OLAR S r
CANALS ON MARS g = il TE“

CROSEY To MARS SN W FOR. THE NEXT
TO PAY THE y. h % [t

FEW YEARS
PENALTY FOR




AT A MEETING OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE
GALACTIC FARLIAMENT OF THE MILKY WAY ow
THE FLANET UNIVERSA, CAPITOL OF THE GALAXY, A
TENSE CRAMA LNFOLDS ON THE SPACE SCOPE.

IT'S NO USFY
THEY ESCAI’E
INTO THEIR

HIDEOUTS IN
THE CRATERS
OF, THE MOOM,
wiERE ouR

STRATOFORCE
SHIPS ARE NOT
EQUIPPED

BORIS ZANPROZCOV, DICTATOR OF THE DISTANT
PLANET URALIA, LALNCHES AN ATTACK AGAINST
THE PLANETS OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM, BUT THE
AGGRESSOR MEETS HIS DOOM WHEN TARKA,
FROM MARSE, AND ZIRA BLAST

ANOTHER N
VALUABLE CARGO

OF ANTI-GRAVITY
FUEL IN THE

LOOK THERE=
ON THE SPACE-
SCOPE !/ TwO
MORE SOLAR
SYSTEM SPACE TANKERS
LOOTED AND DESTROYED [ TANDROZIOVIS
BY THE URALIAN
SPACE PIRATES.
SOMETHING HAS
60T TO BE
DONE /

HE WANT ¥ IF
ONLY WE KNEW
HIS FLANS!

DEFENSE PACT, EACH SYSTEM OF
THE GALAXY 1S RESPONSIBLE FOR
ITS OWN DEFENSE, THE SOLAR
SYSTEM SHOULD BE DIRECTED
TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION
L AGAINST ZANPROZOV!

T

ASSEMBLY ON
MARS !




~
N CABSO, CAPITOL OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM -+ ANTI- GRAVITY FUEL | ZANOROZOV'S FUEL ALLOTHENT

15 VALUABLE AND * IS SUFFICIENT 4
MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY... WE HAVE BEEN Al s R L.
DIRECTED BY THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE islar i ) EPs.
GALACTIC' PARLIAMENT TO TAKE DEFENSIVE waR | |17t OV SEACE ES RS I TR LR
b ACTION AGAINST THE URALIAN PIRATES! COURSE AND DESTROYED

[}
MR .PRESIDENT...I MOVE ey -
THET e AESOE e o = GRAVITIZED SPACE @
COUNTER-ESPIONAGE MISSION N BODIES M
TO LEARN WHY ZANDROZOV b . ;
IS LOOTING OUR SHIFS AND £ :
STOCK-PILING ANTI-GRAVITY
FUEL!

Ton!

T CABINET IS INTO
R TAao Ne SDTCH CANOT SR
DIRECTED TO MOB | LIZE " [\ WR.PRESIDENT, WE ARE
oug;ﬂﬁii;&% & TARKA AND ZIRA,ON | BOTH DEEFLY HONORED
e EsrloNan BY YOUR CONFIDENCE .
TAKEN UP BY THE
CABINET .

THE WAR BOARD AS 4
LIEUTENANTS "IN

THE SOLAR SYSTEM Y]
TASK FORCE ANP ARE

THE FIRST COUNTER-ESPIONAGE WITH THE WAR BOARDS
STEP WILL BE TO ESTABLISH |PERMISSION, SIR, T
CONTACT WITH THE URALIAN WOULD LIKE TO EXECUTE
FORCE 'IN THE CRATERS OF A CERTAIN PLAN 1 HAVE
; - IN MIND.

i THE MOON ./ H
zaNDROZOV'S 8 7 - W
INTENTIONS - b B
ARE / : ]

L AM CERTAIN THIS
PERMISSION WILL
BE GRANTED. LET
USs HEAR YOUR

PLAN , TARKA !




L
A FEW DAYS LATER , A STRANGE WO’DENT occurs On THE MOON, N A CRATER MIDE-OUT, THE URALIA
N THE SPACE LANE NEAR THE MOON. A SOLAR FORCE LEADER AND WIS TOF AICE WATCH THE

SYSTEM TASK FORCE FIGHTER FLEES UNDER ACTION . ¢,
FIRE FROAM OTHER TASK FORCE SHIPS ... HA.! THE DOGS FALL OUT.

A FLIGHT OF URALIAN ROCKET FIGHTERS ARE SOON
ATTENTION, TASK TASK FORCE
ENGAGED M BATTLE WITH THE SPACE SHIFS... FORCE FIGHTER! WE | FIGHTER TO URALIA
; '
TASK FORCE COMMANDER TO ) ATTENTION LRALIA I T e ] o skl
SQUATRON EILOTS . EHENY SETTING COURSE

z-9/6212

ALL SHIPS! WE ARE
CUTKUMBERED / DISENGAGE
BATTLE.' HEAD FOR HOME /

FORCE IS DISENGAGING !
PREPARE TO EXECUTE
ESCORT FORMATION ./

AS DIRECTED/!

 : T
THE FORMER LIEUTENANT AKRA
OF THE THIRD SOLAR SYSTEM
SPACE COMMAND. THESE
ARE MY PAFERS. T AM
A DESERTER.

THE ELEET IS SOON BACK IN THE MOON CRATER
B8ASE ...

S0/ WELL DOKE, VALDOV! NOW,
PERHAPS THE PILOT WOULD LIKE
TO TELL ME WHO HE 1S AND
WHY HE IS HERE

GENERAL , THIS




1 WAS SECURITY OFFICER OF THE
¥ SPACE LANE IN WHICH YOUR
SHIPS RAIDED OUR TANKERS.
BECAUSE I WAS UNABLE TO STOP
YOUR_MARAUDERS , I WAS

COURT-MARTIALED.

A DESERTER,
EH S/ MAY T
ASK WHYT

ME&NW{!, A MARTIAN SPACE SHIF RACES
THROUGH THE HEAVENS, SOMEWHERE BETWEEN
MARS AND THE MOON .

WE'LL SET UP A
MONITOR POST TO AWAIT WORD
FROM TARKA. THAT'S THE
HARDEST PART OF MY ASSIGN-
MENT —WAITING— NOT
KNOWING WHATIS HAPFENING

TO HIM ¢

APPROACHING

SPACE DISC-

STATION NO.&,
Zi

T WAS SENTENCED TO SERVE ON A SPACE OUT-

POST ON THE FRINGE OF THE GALAXY, RATHER

THAN ACCEPT SUCH UNJUST PUNISHMENT, I

COMMANDEERED A SHIF AND FLED ! I AM NOW

READY TO JOIN YOUR
FORCES

CAPITAL! T CAN USE
YOU, AKRA! BUT YOU
WILL BE CLOSELY
WATCHED .

EXACTLY WHAT
I HAD IN-MIND,
AKRA. FROM
THERE WE WILL
STRIKE OUT AT ALL
THE OTHER PLANETS
AND CONQUEE THEM
ONE BY CONE/

IN PLANNING A CAMPAIGN
AGAINST THE SOLAR SYSTEM,
‘GENERAL, I WOULD ADVISE
¥YOU TO FIRST ESTABLISH

A SOUND BEACHHEAD ON

A MAJOR PLANET,

SATURN SHOULD BE HIT FIRST. THE
PEOPLE ARE UNDER A PACIFIST
GOVERNMENT. THEY HAVE NO
WEAPONS . BUT THEY BELIEVE IN
PASSIYE RESISTANCE! THEY WILL
GREATLY DUTHNUMBER THE URALIAR
FORCES . THIS MIGHT CAUSE
TROUBLE . SO T ADVISE LANDING
OM A SATELLITE IN SATURN'S RING .

AN INTERESTING
THEORY ! PLEASE
EXFLAIN WHY !

THE SATELLITE IAPETUS
IS IPEAL ! AS IT CIRCLES
SATURN ON ITS ORBIT,
YOU CAN OBSERVE

THE ENTIRE PLANET AS
WELL AS ALL OF ITS

APPROACHES .

ELLENT !
SPLENDID! VALDOY,
MAKE ALL PREPARA -

I WANT TO WARN
YOU THAT IAPETUS

IS HIGHLY GRAVITIZED.
UNLESS THE SHIPS

AH / NOW, AKRA,
YOU KNOW
WHY WE HAVE
BEEN LOOTING

YOUR SPACE.

TANKERS. WE
URALIAN PECPLE
KNOW VERY WELL

THE IMPORTANCE OF

ANTI-GRAVITY FUEL.
OUR SHIPS ARE
NOW WELL FUELED!




T HE ATTACKING FLEET SOON APPROACHES THE
SATELLITE /APETUS. ..
VERY WELL, VALDOV/

GRAVITY INDICATOR | ADVISE ALL SHIPS TO SET

READING AT THE ANTI=-GRAVITY FUEL INJEC=

CRITICAL POINT, TION AT MAXIMUM POWER ./
GEMNERAL /

A rew 0AVS LATER, THE
URALIAN SPACE WVADERS
TAKE OFF EROM THE MOON.

ATTENTION ALL SHIPS!
CRUISING SPEED 38,000.12
OMN SATURM SATELLITE

IAPETUS COURSE g

4bY-X/96

fﬂE LANOING /5 SUCCESSFULLY EFF‘ECFED AN ASMR.D M’S OWN SPACE SHI®. .
THE BEACHWEAD ESTABLISHED. LATER - OPERATOR
13 . SATELLITE CALLING DiSC-

HIS EXCELLENCY, OUR SUPPLY IS VERY R N s
RULER BORIS GENERAL / r
uRALIA we L LANDING SUCCESSFUL, BUT

1O RSPECT The BEACH- SPAC CFUEL SUPPLIES LOW. MY
CE HEW RAIDS THI i g
¢ TANKERS/ 10:‘“LI.E . ¥ £ SHIP. OKAY DUE TO
PREPARE AN ATTACK | FUEL BOOSTER
PLAN FOR THE NEXT
A REFUELING SHIP TO - OPERATION.
MEET HIM. :

[eoop To know You'Re ¢ WHAT / =
SAFE, TARKA . WHAT s L o s e
FURTHER INSTRUCTIONSE J [exceLient orekaTion) o MARTIAN DESERTER!
. GENERAL / PLANNING sxczu.sncw W""m
MARS/! SEIZE THE
SEYING
ol FORMERLY RENEGADE /
oF -rrfe SOLAR

TRAIN ORBIT
RECTIFICATION
CONTROL ON
IAPETUS
SATELLITE AND
TRACK ORBITAL

SIGNALS




STAND BACK,
FOOLS—OR DO
¥OU DESIRE
INSTANT

EXTERMINATIONT

GUARDS — QUICK .;‘gAP‘I'URE THE

I CION'T EXPECT A SHOW - DPOWN THIS QUICK,

BUT I MUST FLEE BEFORE THEY REALIZE

THEY'VE BEEN BLUFFED. THESE NEURO-

FARALYSER RAYS WONT HOLD
THEM

THE FOOLS HAVE

THE PURSUIT GEGINS . ..

COLONEL SKLAR, YOU
WILL COMMAND THE
PURSUIT OPERATION /
MY STAFF AND T WILL
DIRECT THE OPERATION
FROM OUR BASE HERE /

SENT UP EVERY SHIF
IN THEIR FLEET ...  AND
THEIR ANTI-GRAVITY
FUEL SUPPLIES
WON'T HOLD OUT/

OPERATOR

YES --BUT LOOK,
YOUR EXCELLENCY--
HE 15 TURNING
BACK TOWARD Us/

G000 —0UR
SHIPS ARE
GAINING OM
THE FUSITIVE/

Wir A TERRISLE , CATACLYSMIC JOLT,
SATURN'S SATELLITE IAPETUS IS TORN
FROM TS ORBIT. ..

SATELLITE




THE SATELLITE HAS

BEEN RIPPED FROM ITS

ORBIT /1! WE'RE BEING

THROWN INTO OUTER
SPACE S

8y THE GODPS
OF HEAVEN !

WHAT'S
HAPPENING /I/

Hi5 ANTI-GRAVITY POWER ON, TARKA'S SHiF
SWERVES OUT OF THE PATH OF THE HURTLING
SATELLITE ..

WHAT A HORRIBLE ENG/! THER

WITHOUT SUFFICIENT ANTI-
GRAVITY FUEL THEY COULDN'T

COMPLETED, TARKA
AND Z/RA ARE WELCOMED BACK
TO CAASD, CABITOL OF MARS.

TARKA RACES HIS SWiP EULL SPEEQ TOWARD THE
ONRLUSHING SATELLITE

THANKS, ZIRA/ YOU'VE
COME THROUGH.! NOW
TO THROW IN MY ANTI=
GRAVITY FUEL TANKS.,

AVOID IT. AND NOW,IF THEY
, ZANDROZOV AND
HIS MEN WILL BE LOST
EOREVER IN ENPLESS SPACE!

“¥OU HAVE BOTH
DONE A MOST
MAGNIFICENT
JOB ! THE PEOPLES
OF THE ENTIRE
SOLAR SYSTEM
SALUTE vou!

THANK YOU,
SIR f WE

ARE DEEPLY|
HONORED !

THE NEW
DEMOCRATIC
GOVERNMENT
ON URALIA /5
SENDING ITS
REPRESENTATIVES
TO THE GALACTIC
PARLIAMENT. THIS |8
THEIR SPACE SHIF, ON/ CONTINUE

IT WILL BE A PLEAS-
URE TO JOIN IN

THE FIRST LEG OF ./ THE FIGHT
TS JOURNEY To | FOR FREEDOM
UNIVERSA, ANYWHERE IN

ARRIVING NOW! |w—— SPACE!
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