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E two golden moons fiung Tow
over the red, Martian landscape,
casting 2 mellow glow over moun-

in, phin and sea. The air was

moonbeams threw into broad relief the red-
gray tocks, glistened on. the verdant valleys ¥
ol domn {o e codat 01 daiiel cthe . UNsate i)

t following an jrregular, rock-bound shore,
. ey to the orison of the night.

world and from the cabin of his space-flyer gazing
o a the rodtrown plis, migh hav imagioed Then, she turned upward and rushed with foll
himself viewing a dead world. League upon league speed straight as an arrow toward one
the rugged, torn, upflung mountains—grim reminders green eyes
346
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of the volcanic action that had ejected them from a fiery
womi—lay slent and dumb i the ghosly lght. Here
and there only remnants of e lfe survived in
the foestsof the valleys lcrmma\mg e o ik
sailing on sbove forest e would have
seen such animal life as hnms eloddrp e
which have become the srvants ofman oncath, Then
2n e ncared the sea he would have been startled and
Hipreoud by g 1o ot f

These structures of man's hands—great _conical-
shaped citadels of red—were built upon the rocks of
the waste places in order o conserve the arable lands.
The buildings, gigantic and formidable, loomed_high
above rock and tree.

There was a circular opening in

the center of each dome, and near the base, which was
buttressed with rough-hewn rocks, were large, hooded
portholes commanding every paint of the compas,
s fa s the ey cord rech ove forestand pvis and
o Vor venan ik, o e e of o
Randiwork cond be scen. The great indels themseies
displayed no lights and showed no signs of life. Sombre,
‘majestic and silent they reared their grim forms toward
e sy, mysterious scatinels on the outposs of e,
For life there was beneath those great, red domes—
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the hecie, (evensh , surgig lfe of man,_ Decp down
under
e and gocare
of steel and stone and glass with Wide streets flanked
by beautiful buildings. It was all electrically equipped
and controlled by the latest inventions of a super-scien-
ific civilization. Here the industrial, governmental
and domestic life of Mars had its being.

ny considerations had constituted the Martians'
reason To lfe undergroumd. Thees wasa dyng world:
For thousands of years the fertile lands had dwindled;

burned up in the scorching rays of t}
was 0o precious to be encumbered by the cities of man,
and the rocky wastes were desolate and cold.

For genesations also other worlds had made war on

g7/ Mm MORROW is probably well-} kmwn\
to the former readers of AIR WONDER
STORIES as a writer of stirting fction. In
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flashing lights whose brilliance rivaled that of the noon-
y sun. Flags fluttered in the artificil breeze. Tapes-
ires of the ichest fabricsaud cloing depictin latte
scenes of the long ago; portraits of the Martian great,
and paintings of pastoral scenes of when o st
young looked down from the walls
The archestn was ilng the chamber with melody,
and the hum of subdued conversation moaned throu
theplace, when suddenly & slemn hush fell over al, The
orchstra hushed with sarling suddenness and all eyes
were turned toy through
ik Bresdent Wando cams svrousded by his cabinet.
On a large, canopy-topped
the President sat down. ~Adfter wi

man
o0 oo dheniders. Fls epes wae
wide apart. His forehead was high, his chin
et oog acd poicted, end b mouts was bat & mere it
benkach o smal, aqeiine

The nearby radio was
silent, and the large tele-
ision screen near the
President’s chair showed

the power of bomb or ray
to harm them, they lived
in comparative security,

dark gulf of space.

President Wando
Calls a Conference

W for months the
Martians had been

on 2 delicate and important correspodence

with a neighbor of

sought the rich mmmxs i thered plunet. The ecys

been refused, though his name
e Nnians mecble i trror. A age The
‘Spectacles was knocking at their door. weeks before oné who was dearer

arrogant der

awarding the thicd prize, we looked more to
the fictional elements of the stories !han to their
scientific completeness. This does not mean
That the present torg isinaccutate, o i f ot
that. But its excellence is particularly in the
story, and as a story it was picked as @ winner
i0 be read and enjoyed.

As our readers can pecceive, we have picked
for the prize winmers of the Fepruary 1930 AR
WONDER STORIES Cover Contest not only
stories that were excellent, but also those whwh

ts
et iy an Satcpiapetery catmtoopte mmd the
thicd with an intecplanetary war and added to

winner to be ted next month is in many

Lm’ a romance of space. The fourth prize

cespects the most unusual of all.

gravely,
port another failure. ‘All the scout cruisers have ken

only blank emptiness.
for

“Now for the reports,”
said the President
brusquely.

stir near the portal, and
an offcer in the rich scar-
et anltorm of kit
he air entered a

came ragidly p the s,
Resting his small hands
on the arms of his chair
the President half rose to
et him 28 he came up
the steps of the platform.
star-

ing with troubled ees.
“Mr. President,” said

lar system, a neighbor

‘The President looked off at the shining walls, but he
saw nothing but a mist of tears. For a moment his thin
Yipn quvered a8 be {ought to master Bivlf, Two

1 to him than life nself

 night on which our story opens marked a grave
crisis in the affairs of the Martians. For weeks rela-
tions with Venus had been strained to the breaking
point, and then without warning Venus had suddenly
broken off negotiations. For two weeks no word had
ome from that plat. For two weeks the people of
Mars had been w

intentions. A me un-
bearable, msmm ‘Wando had summoned his council-
ors in inary session.

anc chambe was ablaze with ght and
Rock crystals glittered on ceiling and walls.
Suspended from the arched and lofty ceiling were many

Through the socdent of an unlosked port

iphated ink the gren acen of sace.

"be mid st Bt Lot iy
oo sl e  trae Markn. Under present
conditions we ean not further eadanger our heet in
those cold, waste places of outer space. The danger is
far too great, and doubtless before this the spark of
Tife which we Toved so well has fled to its Maker.”

‘The President paused and looked down over the ani-
mated faces of the listening thousands, then slowly over
the wan, carewor facs of bis advikors. Fialy s
eyes came to rest on the blank te screen.
Tooialt e et Shin & i btk of defisi®
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he resumed. “It is evident that Venus has rejected our
last overtures of peace—rejected them with con-
temptuous silence.  This can mean only war, war {0
the—'

The President paused, his staring eyes riveted on the

scsen, his body rigid and tense with oxcitement. For

on the screen appeared a yellow blur which broadened

and devloped as it swept into the ield f vison o g

3 tmed he carant of st s frer pandiog
Gt sgets the Niedk 33 of 5

The Spectacles Arnven
" B SPECTACLES!" excimed the medem
in a hoarse whisper, and his councilors, starin

ith popping eyes at the onmshmg i, heat torward

breathiessly. For ent the hush of death

ehamber. Then with 8 marmr the great

the dire words—The Specaces, pased. from [ to
lip, passed from the chamber and was taken up
ihousands on the uiside unt it ehoed and e
in a frenzied shout of des

many were e vague. bu. ferile
stories that had come to the Martians

yet not a soul on Mars knew anything
‘of its mechanism or method of attack.

Butin a few moments the President
wasonhis fct. He hed up bis band

and the people their seats.
My fellow cmxms, 1 tesbalat
it Veo at fast,” said

President with iy lmnisa.
Ry your hearts be filled with
fear, though this unknown beast now.
rushes upon us.  The warriors of
Mars have never been entirely van-
Qe We st no rembe befre the uknows
power of this new foe. 1am satisfied t valiant
aeial sldiers are well bl o take cae of i, " withoat
even the help of our flect which is manned and waiting
o defend o beloved planct. Therefore, 1 order that
the st battlion of air guards be assembled at once
and made ready for service.” President Wando turned
to an officer by his side. “General Mitho, you will pro-
cod to carty out thi arder”

The owed and hastened away, whilc asigh
of relief and xpplzllse came
all eyes were still staring at the screen. Hrongh s
thousands of mils distant e gt guiden
air craft was nearing thei speed, and
all relized tht within 3 kw henrs e temble thing

ToweLL
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shoulders and the waist to accommodate and protect
the delicate electric aj

nullifier and aerial projector with the ray mac
its lenses by means of a broad belt of shining metal.
The helmet, whose face and back were made of heavy,
‘non-breakable glass, was equipped with horn-like feclers,
or vibrators, which served to keep the equilibrium of
the ol it bis vay, aud in case ¢ ot soengency

h rents prove a strong

ished with

last him ten days under
ordnary fighing condmons The galien 2 swift
and terril of de-
stttk pres-
sure of one hundred pounds to the square inch.

As each soldier was made ready he was placed on a
‘magnetized belt which ran to and around the openings
in the red domes.

At last all was in readiness to give the unwelcome
visor 2 warm secepton. Anously the offcers gued

the creens which were
focked St o Aot headgar-
his ti

pon. Each sodier was o
ind air enough to X

monster could b Sbserved i detal
The center of its round prow gl

and gleamed fike a great green eye,
but the lights in its ports showed
dully on_their background of gold.
Truly it had been rightly named The
Spectaces, for it much resembled

into a rounded top pierced by a row
of pars, and in s erawiShonc an-
ather green eye. In the base of the

the watchers on Mars. righly
guessed, was the control room of the craft.
then the Martans were
terrified to see the great, shining ship directly over
frightful speed. But
when within fifteen hundred feet of the forts it stopped
suddenly and hung motionless in the still air. As the
awe-struck Martians stared upward it scemed that the
great golden bulk of the encmy lld the whol sky.
t emitted a pale at spread far and near, illumi-
nating both the phnet xnd the hecvens above and elips-
ing the pin-puints It was a terrifying
spectacle t
T was fully thees s yards from side to side
and half that in breadth, and in the center of ah
rounded end—which would represent the bows a

would be circling above th
dea

Near the et bases of two round forts near the sea
all was bustle and excitement. But there was no con-
fusion, no mmmt.lzlsbndmg of orders as the air soldiers

for their task. man was snapped into
heavy metal armor of red which bulged large at the

the lens of the 2 gigantic concave
of green which swirled and eddied and fashed with
green fire o swiftly that it appeared like the green
aters of 3 whirlpoo, And thse two grat eyes secmed
¢ Martians 0 be gazing down on them with a leer
of devilish ey
Down below, President Wando, gazing at a tlevision
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screen, saw that the fateful moment had arrived. He
gave an order. Instantly the long rows of red-armored
soldiers began to move two abreast on the belts toward
e domes o the fors, There the belts turned them
switly in a spiral.
ach man set bis graviy nulifer and bis projctr in
motion, and then was shot through the opening i

the air.

CHAPTER 11
The Attack of the Aerial Soldiers

(OON both forts near the sea were mmnmg sld
vt of red il s, who vl

rapidly toward the_silent, mymnous
eraft o Vhte, ek, i eas - s esalf, b
an important factor in the whole Martian scheme of
war. Tach flly realzed the gravity of his misio, the
probability that a speedy death awaited him
not a man faltered. T“mmg on ull power, each shot
toward that gold-hued, greenceped beast and rade ready
to launch his deadly ray.

To their amazement the soldiers were allowed to
reach a close point of vantage without molestation. No
sign of life whatever could they see aboard The Spec-
tacles. Silent an tue, the space-

wait ly i its power
it isained t notcs the puny advance of the sokies.
Gy fn gecat. Evect 3o hoged ke, Dimlly s cogls
of dozen men paused in air facing the glowing enemy
less than a hundred yards away. With supreme con-
fidence they shot forth their terrible yellow rays, and
one man, bolder than his fellows, cast his o et oto
the green eye in the nose. But nothing
OB e Yo o i it o, i st Tk
of (e monster i clspoete fa Wi e Bays it
had been known to melt the hardest armor known to
Martian cepee were mpotent even o touchthis hideous
craft which had come across the cold of space to destroy
them. They realized that the enemy was surrounded
hy Sl yaes of s miance tia ncthng o

Then snddcnly the ttackers were fnmd gy tack
through the ray r died, his
graviy ulliies grew il “Againet s il snd de-
spite his most strenuous efforts he was faced about and
thrust back by some invisible power. And as he began
to fall his courage fied, panic seized him, and with madly
thumping heart he sought to accelerate his progress back
into the shelter of the fort

ind had suddenly clutched his heart and c

lood. This was the fate sol
Bravely he went to the attack,
beaten and puzzled by a power he could not see or
understand.

So the silent, one-sided attack went on for an hour.
Thousands of Mars’ most able and fearless ray fighters
surrounded the enemy and discharged their rays hoping
to find a weak point in the armor of the foe only to be

amazed, humiliated and
dlslr:ctarl ordered the attack to cease. Al this time
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of Venus had maintained its silent, inactive
poise in the sky. No human life had been séen about
it. No projectile had been fired, no bomb dropped or
ray seat on its deadly mission. Not even a message had
been seeivd from . Most amazin of al—albough
caten, not a soldier of Mars had been lost

or even injure

President Wando called a council of war. Some
e sivcaid tiat » menags be st t the mter
of The Spectacles—whoever he might be—t
St Bt e oy ahvied it the g foe
be called from its subterranean rendezvous and sent

i President favored this plan,

doors mmmg the underground hangars of the airships

, and then in a great red wave one
Inmdrcd giant ships shot into the air with rocket speed.
till, The Spectacles gave no heed; showed no i
pasman to cither repel or attack this new foe. Silent
and motones it g thre i the cere igh of the
moons and the spectral glow of it he
thing was uncanny,beyond the scope of reason.
W G etk coraged i
in a circle two miles in diameter around its foe. Like
monster globules of blood the vesel gleamed n the

arms.
Fresdent Wando, surrounded by W avsors,
watched the maneuver with satisfaction, for it seemed
that nothing could withstand the combined attack of
these huge craft. It appeared that at last The Spec-
tacles was doomed. The red fleet was to have the credit
for destroping the mightiet menace o civilzaron that
ad ever ecorized the planetary ystem.  The hipsof
Mars were gigantic, ind were
cauipped wit te Intest nginesof clentific e
When all was seady, Prsident Wando gave he signal
for attack; and then ke a gfant python contracting on
s prey the red circe sartoved, writed forward and
rushed upon its foe. To the watchers below it seemed
that The smmm must be crushed by the pover of
this advancing ol e ship from Venus made no
. Like s st ol Wi f the s, cocacons
OF it omn supesioty aad the e pathetc impotncy of it
adversaries, it calmly awaited the
The s of Mars n repins o hesuslel sodes st
sarrowed the gl scparating them from The Spectcls
when suddenly every crat burst
twinkling the attacking fect became
f dazzling fire which blazed fiercely for a few
s, the, G quihly g nctbing bt oty A
where the red ships had been but a few moment beforc.
estige of them remai

ZZ

part of The Spectacles—not even a flash had cor

its sides. Serene and unharmed it rode there in the sky.
‘Terror stricken and stupefied by the sudden loss of

the fieet, which had perished without striking a blow,
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President Wando guaed st is lieutenants beplstly
n amazing and incredible thing had happened before
e

this—yet as the chosen head of his people he must fight

their battles to the last. He must obtain

sible concessions. He would parley with the enemy.
o the Prosident's amtzemeat and consteaation the

answer to this polite but militant me

Luban himself, emperor of Veaws. 1t was the st

“We demand the i o o Wi
render of Mars,” came the thundering voice over the
radio, sire o slay

sared the lives of your aerial soldiers, and would have
x ships had you appealed to us. But unless
i are granted we shall destroy your people
and take possession oo of thl plat”
Agein paic scis the councl chamber of the Mar,
tians. The startling demands of the conqueror
around the globe brought an immediate deluge of haves
eguens that they be et seemed to be no other
ed and impotent in the fuee of the
e he eron e ‘people implored their gov-
erament not to further jeopardize their lives by resist-
ing the foe. Only the President and his brave fighters
st hu to bope,
“We ow duys to consder your renadlatie
proposition,” o e Brdent ot
Aftr an anious falf o mteml o ko e
in the gruff tones of the
“We will give you Tour v’ he sid.
‘member that is the absolute limit.”

CHAPTER TII
The Advent of Melvin Blue

“And re-

T this nm, milions of mils distat ng s Bluc's
fyer, Sky Qu

Mare, Afier yoars of puticat s ot e
the powers of the earth, headed by America, had given
their consent to his daring plan. He would establish
friendly relations and commercial intercourse with the
Martians. Mars, although superior to the earth in

e and civilization, had always looked askance at
the workd of the Eartiling, ferin the commercial st
of that money-mad tri
munication with the unh m Humaehs of yeary, s
o Martian space-fiye visited it, and the few
Tt b it T i Mars bound ad b st s
where in the great ocean of space.

But the sailors of space have no landmarks and no
‘proved charts to guide them across the yawning gulf of
nothingness. No_friendly beacons send their beams
across the sky. No pmn boats venture across the reef
to guide them int

dously Me]vm Bl and his naviator bent aver

course to the port of eternity. Many worlds, great and
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small, had swirled past them, and fiery meteor trains—
Clins busting fesgumnta of workle phich Ty, sl
not assig their proper plac i se un-
ooty R Somabation Wit the gt o

ceased.

23 o il v o b bk M, Bl sy
said the navigator straightening up and looking at his
n oF despaie, Bt 11l be

“Now let’s—
speck just off the port |m sir,”
sudda\ly samcanc fie Toskot e conted sk
Melvin Blue stared at the transmitter.

called back.

“A mete

Mo se. The ting s » bright red with o bright i
ver stripe about the middle, and it is hanging mo-
tionless.”

Followed by bis navigator, Melvin Blue rushed to the
control room, glanced at the television screen and then
glued his eyes to the bow binoculars. _Although many
‘miles distant, the powerful glasses quickly defincd the
object. It was indeed, an odd looking bundle to be
found aflcat in space. A round, barrellike body of
red tapering down to a round, purple-colored end. And
idway about the body was a bright metal band which
shimmered and flashed in

“Throtdle down,” ordered Melvin Blue.
invesigte”

“We will

ty Queer's terrific speed was checked almost
mnﬂy, Y returding aotom moring ooty od
omentum that she was
les before she could
hecked suffciently to turn back under the full force
of the retarders. But finally she was brought to a stand
beside the isolated speck in sace.
Aport was pened quickly by compressed s grap-
‘ple swung out and in the fraction of 2 minute the met
F0cE Yt wea s hoacd: Thihs the s o1
great, slender craft was again put upon her course, the
ot stariedand he Sky Quaen ossed upon ber way.
anl” gasped Blue, staring
through the thick glm of the helmet. “qu o we
must remove this armor
‘Hastily the armor was removed and the woman lifted

out,
A dark-haired girl with finely chiseled features and

a plump form reclined inert and limp in the arms
Melvin Blue. At first he thought her dead, for there
as neither respiration nor pulse, but placing his car
dnse to her breast he detected a faint fltter of the

She v he excimed breathes
She was placed on a couch, the electric resuscitator
and other restoratives applied by the ship’s doctor, and
in s fow minutes Melin Blue was gsd o s b eye-
lids flutter, then open. jooked around in a stare
of wonder, then whispered something In an wrknown
tongue. When they stared at her without compre-
Hending she attempted 1o ris, bt ank back with 2
‘moan. Jer 3 sdatve and in 3 few
mimates she sxghed ud ol o
or two days she slept soundly while the space-fyer
osred om0 Mot Blue, sleepess and. Fled with
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yonderment, ardly allowed 1 75 to winder away
from her. odd armor that had encased her when
found, her discovery alone in the cold of outer space,
ollons of s Trecs any knowa work and et rare
beauty and form that spoke of a high state of culture
ind refinement, formed a h
watched the returning glow of ffe in her cheeks with
sighs of gratitude. Already he felt that this girls life
{ras more precous to bim than b s, Nere beton
had love of woman appealed to him. He had been too
sy with his nventions to think of the fair sex. And
now the cen eml e essence of all his

ould present to his govern-
ment, confident tha tshe could master any space-flyer
extant.
The Girl Explains
N the third day the girl awoke. The dullness had
left her eyes and she smiled at those bending
above her couch. Again she spoke in that odd, unin-
teligible tongue.
Apm they stared and shook thie heads.
T should have known better than to
st you in the language of my pooply” she con-
the interplar speech that had been
evolved by adlo commecions wxlh dl'&m—n orlds.
“Who are you?” asked Melvin Blue.
“Tam 7o, nnly childof President Wando of Mars”

ur way to Mars,” inally said Mel-
we think we are,” he added doubt-
fally. “This marving I ‘hot” the sun, b e are ot
g, and consider tuaing back vales

e your o
Chart was rought 10 e Sh st it arefully
for 3 few minutes, comparin it with the navigaor’
figures. Then she took the h Melvin Blue
tendered her, and afier & fow minutes' Sguring ane
nounced

~AMiowing for the probable ether it sad the.do-

lection from your course in picking me up T figure

point.”
e was changed to conform to her caleula-
tions—for Melvin Blue clearly recognized her ability
25 2 space navigator without knowing why. Then he
ask

"Pny tell me how you came to be in such a pre-
dicament

Cieessess e answered with 3 a wry smile.
“Every man and rs is a trained aerial
soldier. He s taught to wear our red armor and fight
by i 3kd. Two weeksago T was » member f
ship sent out to meet a like vessel from Venus
e & ety hetmeen. Mars and tat plana-winch by

way covets our great stores of minerals. But owing

o sorms misclclaton w e each b,

i

had just been perfected by our commander. I had
jonned the suit to test out the controlling mechanism,
and h had Lef m for & moment to secure some attice,
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1 was leaning against a closed port. Suddenly and with-

out warning it swung and
An T owung away trom the side of the ap
moving ship lized that s

left the port ke, and
i the awiol depthe o spese. A great swarm of Leonids
were passing between us and the sun, so the biackness
of night was about me. ling T saw the lights
o the fast recding ship vanish i the dalnes, bat 1
did not give myself up for lost.

“Doubtlss they would retur to look for me; but 1
was swirled away unknown direction, probably
influenced by the swxrlmg rush of the
not prepare voyage, having
Ll 5 v ach of e s constantly
kepe supplied it tes day” rations of food, air and
water and is insulated against the intense cold
able to kesp alive. But when the night wore on and
day broke aain with 50 sign of my companions
myself up for lost. Two days ago I consumed
i oo f the ood 20 et o ncsly o sny 315

ou, sir, found me just in time. You have saved my
e,

“I am only too happy that it is so,” said Melvin Blue
galhntly. “X shall be honored and happy to take you

““Thastk you. 1 felthat I can newer ez your & tind-
" she said with emotion. “But yc
e Deviaps 1 vt o hous. 1 S it alrndy we
2 with Vcnns, that already my people are
of The Spectacles.”
“The Speciadtst” he exchimed.
“Yes, the most horrid and most powerful aerial beast
in the universe. It is said to be invincible and led by
the powersof darkaes, Pectaps you shold not ke
‘me home,” she added fearfully. st you your
e destruction of this e o T
h for me. Please, turn back
And the girl shuddered as she

? encouraged Melvin Blue.
iy hxvmg heaed of The Spectoten
Once that redoubtable craft came near the atmosphere
of the carth andsentus an inolent message. However,
jour trust in the Sky Queen. 1
oo e The Spectacles.  And, besides, T have set
out to take y
i by glowed with admiration as she noted
his irm lips and the grim set of his Aghting jaw.
Tt xepont, i, that we havejustsghieda space-
" said an officer e rriedly. “She is about
to cross our bows .nd Cincer 3y o ks v s
‘wishes to speal
“Redoce e speed i balt,” commanded Blue, follow-
ing his aid from the room.
The tclevtion scrcen in the contrl cabia showcd 5
large iner of peculiar constructi
toward them. Again their speed was o n ol a5 mgy
observed the sranger to do ko
s is that? suddely came the challenge
ove e e e interplanetarian
. Sky Queen of Boston on the exrth,” eturmed Melvin
.
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“Where bound and for what purpose
o Mars to establish commercial (el:lms with the
earth. May I ask what ship is yours?”
“The Raumm from Venus. We are friends of earth
and would come aboard,” said the man rom Venus.
“Permission is gnm:d," said Melvin Blue erisply as
returned to Z

‘The ship from oo st great circle and soon was
saling cos sbove the Sky Queon st exatly the sme
Lower she dropped until only a few yards sepa-
v th two spaces fyers. Then a small Jadder was
dropped from a port in the Rownder’s bottom, and a
heavily set man came down it rapidly. A door in the
Sty Quee's top apened to receve him, then closed
quikly 32 be entered.Aa oficer
Melvin Blue.
he m round face of the man from Venus beamed
e eyes fell on the girl.
ion screen showed us this lovely maiden,”
e std sily accents, “bu it id not reval falf the
beauty.” He bowed low, making a comical figure in his
tight uniform of gray. “May I ask an “ntraduction?”
am Zola from Mars,” said the girl proudly, ris-
g contronting the offcr. She svayed, bt Melvia
Blue stepped quickly forward and support
“Ab, yeo, sud the offcer. "1 regret
that vy pople nd yous are st wer”
as come at last,” she gasped. “And js—
@ mx el sl o my beloved

o nforn you

e sure,my deae Mis, 1 am glad to state thab
The Spectacles bas the situation well in hand.

been a battle and of course your people s
worsted.”

“The giltembled i Melva Bluc's aoms.

“And now, sir, you must k to the earth,”
went on the man from Venus, mmmg to the owner of
the Sky Queen. “Our patcl forms a i acound Mars
beyond which none m: a friend I warn you,
S 4ot ack ot once. 1 yo proceed you wil el
invite a sudden and terrible death. It wil'be my pleas-
e to take charge of this young lady and convey her
safely to her people.”

“What is your pleasure?” asked the owner of the
Sty Queen, oaking ino the epes of the g, For
swer she shranl

“ou go o hell
vigor aa e turned

offcer stared bhnkly
gr ning aid standing by the door, With grip
T acacds the man, by ihe shovlder and eonducted him
from the room. And then when he was safely aboard
his own craft the space-flyers drew apart and the Sky
Queen resumed her wum ‘towarc irs.
oceed unmolested. Sud-

an to sparkle

saxd Me!vm B|u: ‘with true Yankee

isitor.
o i aidel

ut the following craft was not to be o
She, too, put on more power and pressed closely aiter
the Sky Queen as she noted the futilty of her rays.

353
On and on through they raced with no appreciable

sdvantage on chber sde. Then the Sky Queen, grad-
ally at first, then by leaps and bounds,

Sway from hes pureuce; untl it was Jeft (ar behmd,
‘The scout patral ship of Venus was seen

during the remaining two days that  took to complete

the voyage to Mars,

CHAPTER 1V
A Warning

ONSET of the tird doy found them spsling
lowly

tain and sea take form beneath them, and then suddenly

from behind a mountain ridge they saw the huge yellow

bl of The Spectals paised motionlss, sint and

grim above the

Stop!” =xda1md the girl. “Allow me to glide

down in my armor. Likely T shall not be molested, for

1 (hmk ther 1 8 ruce. see no signs of warfare.
not to risk a battle with that terrible, yellow

monser?

“T am neither seeking trouble nor running away from
it,” smiled Melvin Blue. “And I have set out to take
you home. You say that the landing field nearest that
Tound, central fort will best suit your convenience.
That's where we land.”

“Thank you,” murmured the

o more was said il they bad. g:ndy come to rest
near the fort.

“Remember, T have your promise to visit us,” she
said as he helped her from the ship. “T want to present
you to my father that he may thank you for your great
Service to me”

“It is nothing, and the honor is all mine.” he said
simply. “I shall be glad to avail myself of your kind
invitation.

She pressed his hand, then turned and ran up one
oftherock bttreses ofthe fort, She took s few steps
along the gray walk beneath the hooded ports, then
Stopped betore one. Turning sthe wrved ber band at
her rescuer, then disappeared withir

Tmenediscly the Sky Queen soared into theair, while
Melvin Blue carefully scanned The Spectacies for signs
of B, paricalely did ks sarching epes inger o

t, green orbs that glared down balefully. Al
{hie e the yerons eras pad remained statioary.
So calm and lifeless did it appear that it seemed mc
le 3 model caved from 3 giganic Nock of gald ham

* evin Blus was saped, Hle coaklnct soniesturs

why he had not been attacked. Al about was the silence
of the tomb. There were no signs of strife or prepara-
tion for war. Sedate and calm, like an angel monarch
‘guarding the destinies of worlds, The Speciacles main-
tained its position. Only its great eyes flashed witki
greenish fire as the Sky Queen rose majestially into
the

Suddenly the ol lters of the iteplantasian code
bellowed from the

“Tarth heing, tahe your craft and depart at once if
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gou. would lie?” came the sacting onder a5 Mielin
Bige saret. *1aben, Eparor of Ven

Sky Qusen soared bigh sbove The Speciactes
Mt Bioe ‘gazed down at the green eyes speculatively.

Now he had seen them both from above and below.
On both sides they were concave, sloping sharply to
a thin center, and as he watched the swirling green fire
he concluded that they formed the heart and the soul
of the ship, and that she was sustained, driven and

4
17 a0 Sirating e ot s
ul ray machine he did not doubt, but as
Seore Eageniss et e o, he Gomjechice Uk Vs
rays were projected only horizontally. ~ As they passed
on a grim smile wrinkled his bronzed f:
Luban was not feared by Melvin Blue. So but a
‘mile away at an altitude of only two miles the Sky Queen
came to rest. She was not a formidable looking craft,
sppearing like a slender, elongated cigar set against the
b, Herlng,nele ke mse was besvilycsed
solene—the hardest, 1 eghest metal known to
an—and the sim. sHining e sheathed b From
end to end. With closed ports she presented an ex-
terior smooth as glass, almost as hard as the diamond
and, like the diamond, capable of passing trial by fire,
Propelled solly by elctricity, which her motos gathe
ered from the air and the ether as she drove on, she
was cxpable of tremendous 5
“Who are you, and what s your purpose
Toinin Bhoe

again e the
smil
“I am Melvin Blue of the United States on earth at
your service, sir,” he shot back._“Who wants to know
T am Ldas, the Great, Empero of all Veuus
came the proud answer. “We are on a mission of war
o s upin and helless st ot Fest—andl a tin
e we tleratethe presre o neithe frend nor foe
But 33 weareat poace with the carh, 1 do ot wish to
refore ynn il By Teave s e’
e ate very ad i Mebin Blug sarcastically.
“But having not as yei discharged my mission 1 would
fary et a e
He stopped abruy
“Will the captain o e Sky Queen honor me with
Yo presence nterrupted a pleaant voie. “Presdent
Wando, spea
T Sl e

coarse voice of Luban.

ted,” returned Melvin Blue.

A Terrible Bargain

T2 e ok of bt G mists t0 agin ond

the Sky Queen. A guard

hooded ports and conduceed hee masir to the S

chamber where sat President Wando beside his daughter
“How can + repay your great kindness?” said

the President, extending his hand. “My daughter has

told me all. Although now at war and in poor state
extend o huspllly, T asue yoe that all Mars I 32
your comman

o ot me,” said Melvin Blue. “The service

STORIES

s nothing, and X am only too glad
He it sarned oward the p porlzl flloving
e Framients ense mare
g medals, unaccompamni -
eve ot ad, was striding proudly up the sle  He was
a portly man short of stature, with a moon-like face
and great, protruding eyes
“I'am Emperor Luban of Venus,” he declared pomp-
uly, stoppin i frontof the President and regurding
ce.

you come umnvnnd ! said the
Presdent gracouly, motioniog the Empero to char
“It is not meet for e the geaat” b
i mcolingly as i samce Lke cyes el on 2o sk
set there in a warm stare of admiration. “May I have
the honor of an introduction?” he added, casting a bale-
ful glance at Melvin Blue.
"My davghter, Zola sid the President wifly.
¢ Emy tended a fat hand which Zola searmy
tonched 33 she sln nk back involuntarily and steppe
closer to her
“The time of the ruce has nealy expied; said the
om the girl. I

it Wando frmly.
“We ceave mors Eie 10 ponder et 5

estion.
“I will give you no more time,” said the Emperor
“Unless you agree to my terms by noon to-
w The Spectaces willlay wasteyour plant and
r:duoc your people tosave
h Zola had stepped aside and was earnestly
In(kmg o Devin Blue the master of Veaws followed
very movement with his eyes—eyes that glowed
hetis gloating, evil light

President Wando made o answer. He just sat gaz-
ing at the repulsive face of his enemy.

T object o the presonce of thie- Earthling”
tinued the Emperor, frowning at the owner of the Sky
Queen. “He has no business to witness our affairs
sate, T have ordered him to begone, and shal atend
to him shortly.”

Melvin Blue's face went white with anger, then he
mastered himelf and cane up to President Wando,

“Pardon me, Mr. President,” he said, “but as
teview fnd bosn mllely interrupted T shal withdraw,
However, T shall be happy to cal again at a more op-
portu

“There wil be 0o other time,” cat i the Emperor
meaningly.

Pretending not to hear the insolent remark Melvin
Blue bowed to the President and his daughter and with-
drew. But as he went he whispered to the girl that he
would come again.

“Would you free your people from the serfdom e

u fi
s Ghreatpas?® weat o the Eenperor, “hoait

fair to Took upon,”
have her for my queen.
Zola shrank back with a gasping ery, while the Presi
dent stared in amazement.
“I will leave you now to consider my proposition,”

" continued the Emperor. “T would




A RESCUE IN SPACE

said the tyrant. “But at nine o'clock to-morrow fore-
noon I must have my answer.
Without further words the Emperor turned away
and stalked haughtly from the chamber, wen o bis
plane and flew deck of The Spectacles.
o besed what e said, my daughter,” finally said
the President in a hollow voice.
“The hideous monster " she cried. “T would sooner
diea ﬂmus.lnd times than to become his queen.”
ould sacrifice all for your country,” he
r:mmded eatly, “even to Tte itslf. Einperor
mighty. He offers us either life or death, freedom
or slavery. He will keep his word, and despite reports
to the contrary, he may not be so bad, after all.”
“Father!” she choked. “How can you think of such
1 could never love such a horrid being. 1
ey

“But think of Mars, my child,” he interposed hur-
siedly. “Think of the welfare of millions of your
coundrymen now i yous eping. 1 do ot ade you 1o
secpt Luban's propositon of hand, T arly sk that
ougiett stnnus\hmugm There secms to be no other
o freeusofthe despati yoke of Venus,” o]

o turned away and sought her room. Well she
knew her father’s wish. He would not willingly sac-
ifice her, but above all the welfare of this people lay
close to his heart.

GLEEPLESS and miserable she wrangled with the
problcsthroughout thewight, ad ahvays she knew
that those tersible green e glaring down at her
beloved land. But as the red sun rose over the bleak
hills she took the situation in hand. She would appeal
to Melvin Blue.

Yol e a5 g, svet i
that glistened like a jewel in the rays of the sun. Its

i o e g a1 e s he et -

in wonder. Briefly she made known her dilemma.
scareely had sh peaking when the lowd, aukous
vaice of Luban crackled from the radio.

“The man from the earth,” he rapped out,
il indly permit the maide, Zal, 0 setua t0 ber

her at once, or I shall let loose the awful power of

T/u Spcdad:.r And after the young lady has departed
you will at rn the nose of your ship toward the
far off mnh

“And if T refuse?” asked Melvin Blue.
“Then 1 shall send you down with the terrible rays
of The Spectacles—gently, of course, for the maiden’s
ut after she b rom your craft it

b mld Mehin Bhoe. T etue t0_obey your
re to feel my power,”

Ta e e i they saw |hat e it s vas

purple w:th rage. He gave agid ardes o bis oficers

t him. Then The Spe:hxlu began to
oot speed straight int

ol loaked at her séscuer with terror-strcken eys.

“You must not sacrifice yourself and men for me,
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she said. “Let me into the air and I will go home,”
she went on, gazing at the great, golden monster. “See,
they acecoming up tont leve thethey il o for:
us with the awful fire that snuffed out
|he huve ahips of Mars
Luban s coming up to our level all sight” =il
Ml B calmly. “But when he seles T fancy w
will be like the Irishman’s fiea.”
“Like the edhrans fleal”she excimed.
“Yes—we
1100k Th Spececies o o Tow moments to reac
the three mile level where rode the Sky Queen.
Melvin Blue gave a few sharp orders, then the Sk
Qucen dove straight down, but owing to the gyroscopic

plnged like 2 stresk of siver n the bright sushine.
chat they must crash on the sharp rocks

mg 10 sulily 15 mes them. Zoka yax clnghe 1o e
Sky Queen's master when the craft suddenly

Sraightcnsd gat and shet o & position direely bensath

The Spectactes. Then she tumed upward and rushed

with full speed, straight as an arrow toward the center

of one of the green eyes.

Metein Bhuewa taking ¢ despente caes, b e (ol
that circumstances jt e would cripple and
detray s amagoniot by un.kmg at his heart. Al po
o the Sky Queon werd alosed, and ke 8 great, Bver
needle she shot to the mark. There was a grinding
hiss, a thunderous roar, and then in a moment it was
aver. Looking down, they bebeld, in plce f the
glowing, green eye, immed, smoking hole.

Tor s maear the great hip, of Ve wobbled
erazily, then she was righted bt began to spin around
and around like a giant top.

Suiiog grinly Mevin Elve chorked the upwasd
fight of the Sky Queen, then he t

cad, and. sraight 4a a plamat abe dove dewn
mo-

she began to careen
i i 0 line toward the rons, As they
watched brestlesly she struck amidship on 3 sharp
peak and broke in tw

“The Sky Queen came to rest near the s the awe-

struck, but grateful Martians poured from the forts
and stared at the funeral pyre of their co, Slinder
tongues of flame shot high in the air and great clouds
of white smoke rose (mm the gol snd:s

wedge himself

through the crowd to e T et B ood
beside his ship. Unable to speak for a moment he could
only grasp

“You bave saved our world,” he managed to say at
Iast. The scourge of the skies is no more and Mars
is forever free. My dear sir, to you we awe a debt of
eratitude that we can pever epay”

“1 x myself more than repaid already,” said
Mdvm Biae a0 S pr < to his side.

For o moment Preideat Wando stard, then His yes

Continued on page 365)
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widened with joy.
“I understand, my children, and you have my bless-
ing,” he said simply. “Now according to Martian law
the marriage must take place at once. By virtue of my
tigh offce I wil perform the ceremony
when s mment ates the amcnbled thousands
Wbt going o, & great shot of

thanksgiving and exultation arose—high above the roar
of the buning monster i roe gathered in voume and
revrberted over and
s The Speclaces 1o apart and rolled down the
leep rocks, & massof bisckene, angled wrelage, the
marriage
“Thus trovel between Mars and the earth began.

T Exp.

In the February 1930 issue of A Woper
StoRtes we announced an unusual contest —
$100.00 in gold was to be given for the best slogan
that would describe At WoxDeR Storres and its
contents.

The contest closed at noon on May 1, 1930, and
count we had received 3,860

“FUTURE FLYING FICTION”

the prize to Mr. Harris in conformity with the
terms of the contest. The letter of Mr. Harris

follows:
Editor, Slogan Contest, At Woxver Srosss:
My reasons for choosing the attached slogan
are the following: The three words make it short,
sharp and distinctive. It says no more than it
means, but that it says

the

the choice of
n.

Naturally the classi-
fying of all these
tre, the arrngin of
them into grades so
that the whnnersmight
be picked was a monu-
mental job, particu-

ences in which the edi-

AIR WONDER STORIES
$100.00 SLOGAN CONTEST

Won by

Joun B. Hris
9 Tavistock Square, London,
W. C. 1, England

for his slogan

“Future Flying Fiction”

as a secondary title on
a small poster.

Tt is self-explana-
tory and should catch
the eye of persons who
are " looking for
‘magazine of that kind.

T e X1 sl

tors and the publisher
gradually weeded out the better ones, in order to
finally pick the winner.

The job was not easy ; but in the end an almost
unanimous agreement was obtained on the sclec-
tion of the slogan, “Future Flying Fiction,” sub-
mitted by J. Harris, of 9 Tavistock Square,
London, W. C. 1, England. Naturally as A
WoxpER STORIES has been merged into WoxER
Sromtes and the slogan “The Magazine of
Prophetic Fiction” has already been chosen for
Wonxper_Stomies the A WONDER Stomes
slogan will not be used. However, we gladly offer

London, W. C. 1, England.
Among the honorable  mentions are the
following:

“Aero Fact in Fiction,” submitted by Charles
B. Davis, 812 Grainger Street, Fort Worth, Texas.

“Fact—Fiction—Future Flying,” submitted by
James M. Cos, Cleveland, Ohio.

“Flights of Fact and Fancy,” submitted by John
A Savage, 3d, 73 West 1300 Sireet, New York.

“Thrilling Stories of Future Aviation,” sub-
mitted by Peter Cook, Littie Falls, N.
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